
MALIGNANTPUSTULE.

[In consequence of the recent occurrence of three deaths in the
city of Providence, from malignant pustule, and tho alarm caused
thereby among those who considered the disease a " new " and
" strange " one, Dr. E. M. Snow, of that city, has published in
the Providence Journal of the 4th inst. some description of it,
with his views of its probable causes. We copy, below, a portion
of his remarks.—Eds.]

Perhaps a brief description of the disease may serve to pre-
vent much unnecessary alarm. The pustule, unless it arises from
inoculation, is generally on the under lip. It commences with a

slight pimple, and with considerable itching. Very soon a thin,
bloody fluid is formed in the pimple, and it is surrounded with a
livid or purple areola, or ring. It also rests upon a hard base
which may be felt as a small lump under tho skin; but has very
little if any pain. Unless arrested early, the swelling rapidly in-
creases, poisonous pus is formed, and being absorbed, passes into
the blood and poisons the whole system. It is not necessary to
describe the further progress of the disease, or its treatment..
Our only object is to enable others to recognize it in its earliest
stages, and also to prevent unnecessary alarm from common pim-
ples which occur so frequently. An ordinary pimple differs from
the pustule in this : it is sore upon pressure—it is of a bright red.
color—it has no thin, bloody fluid in the centre, and has not the
same hard lump under the skin. Its progress is entirely different.

A few words in relation to the causes of malignant pustule. It
is generally caused by the contact of somo poisonous animal fluid
or matter. Hence the disease is more frequently seen among
tanners, butchers, veterinarians, and those wdio have the care of
diseased animals. Some cases are reported among laborers en-

gaged in unloading hides from vessels. Several cases are reported
from skinning animals which had died of disease. Persons em-

ployed in removing and disposing of the dead bodies of animals
in cities, are frequent subjects of the disease. Hence it is found
that the discaso is more prevalent when there is an unusual preva-
lence of disease among animals.

Malignant pustule is also supposed to be sometimes caused by
eating the flesh of animals which were diseased when killed; par-
ticularly of animals affected with carbuncles.

It is also the general opinion that malignant pustule sometimes
arises spontaneously, without any contact of poisonous animal
matter, or eating of diseased animal food. It is certain that cases
do occur, like the recent cases in this city, where there is no evi-
dence or probability, so far as can be known, of inoculation with
poisonous animal matter, and where no plausible cause for tho dis-
ease can be given.

Whether such cases do arise spontaneously, without any direct
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poison, or whether inoculation does take place in somo unknown
and unsuspected manner, it is impossible to say. From the fact
that diseased animal matter is known generally to be the cause
of the disease, from its known connection with diseases in ani-
mals, and from tho fact that tho disease never occurs as an epi-
demic, and very rarely except in solitary eases, we arc inclined to
the opinion that some direct inoculation or poisoning is always ne-

cessary to the production of malignant, pustule. It is certain,
from the rarity of its occurrence, that it does not arise from any
wide-spread and generally diffused cause, such as is necessary for
the production of epidemic diseases.

Many ways will be readily suggested in which inoculation might
take place without any suspicion on the part of the person affected.
A fly in summer might carry the minute quantity of poison, necessary
for inoculation, on its foot; a butcher's knife might leave the poi-
sonous matter on healthy meat; a favorite dog or cat might be the
agent of its transportation. And yet these events might occur
nine hundred and ninety-nine times without any evil results; but,
at the thousandth tinte, the minuto quantit\ of poison might meet
the necessary conditions for tho production of its poisonous
effects.

Reports of MedicalSocieties.
EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS OF THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR MEDICAL

IMPROVEMENT. BY F. E. OLIVER, M.D., SECRETARY.

Dec. 13th.—Irritability of the Heart, induced by contiguity of Inflam-
mation of the Lungs. Dr. jBowmtch mentioned the case. Ft was not
until the inflammation, which had already affected other portions of
the lungs, had reached a part contiguous to the heart, that the pulse
rose to 156. In other respects, the patient at this time was no worse.
On auscultation, fine crcpitus was audible, but no pericardial or endo-
cardia! murmur. Digitalis only was given, and the inflammation ulti-
mately subsided, leaving no lesion. Dr. B. thought the case interest-
ing, as showing the influence of pneumonia on the action of the heart.

Dr. J. Wars mentioned, in connection, the following case. The
patient was a female, aged from 70 to 80 years. She had an affection
of the chest, which produced much distress about tho heart, from
which pericarditis, or some disease of tho organ itself, was inferred.
After death, however, pneumonia only was discovered.

In this case, although cardiac symptoms were apparent, none being
referable to the lungs, the heart, proved to bo sound, and the lungs
diseased. lie attributed this circumstance to contiguity. To con-
tiguity also is to be attributed the irritability of the heart sometimes
induced by certain conditions of the colon, a portion of which lies
near this organ, as, for example, when distended by gas ; also, by cer-
tain affections of the stomach.

Dec. 13th.—Diphlheritis rapidly terminating in Croup. Case report-
ed by Dr. Borland.
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